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was included in this holocaust, and if so, whatever value it may once 


have possessed as evidence, is now nil. 





At the same time the library of Hon. David Sears was divided anil 
scattered, and the old Bible containing the recoris of Richard Sares, 
which was once in Mr. Sears's rosssssion, has not bsen seen since. 

As he at one time expressed the intention of depositing it with some 
institution, it may yet be recovered, but so far, enamiriss for it haw 
been made in vain. 

The genealogical papers of Rev. &. H. Sears are not now to be found, 


and are supposed to havs been given or loanal by him to soms member of 
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the Sears family, but wsre perhan 
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stroyel after using. 


p. 19. * Paul Sears, b. 1637. ls inherited most of his father's 
property.----- He aloptal the chiliren of his brother Knyvet, after the 
death of their father in England, anl they were brought up in his fan- 
ily. His will is on Old Colony recoris, in which his brother's chil- 
dren are namsi as his own sons. ----- The nanes of his sons were, 
pamuel, Paul and John." 


pal Sears died Feb. 20,1707-8, in his 70th year, accorlins to his 
grave-stone in the old cemetery in Yarmouth, anil was therefore born 
in Marblehead, after Feb. 20,1637-8. His will is recorded in Barnetabie 
county, not in Old Colony, (i.e. Plymouth) records. 
. The ere of his children on the Yarmouth ei deena haves now becons 
Obliterated, but the births of seven remain. rom conios mais by the 
town clerk many years sincs, anil other sources, I have been able to 
learn the names of his five sons, anl five daughters. 

Kis last two children wers his sons, Richard born 1580, ani Daniel 
born 1682. In ths "Gears Censalory," thss2 names ara given in the 
reverse order, Richari baing callei the younsest, ani Lorn 1684. 


Their grave-stones in Chatham prove the contrary, ani copies of the 
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inscriptions are giver in the arprorriate places. 

In his will Paul Sears gives his real estate to hig sons, pamuel, 
Paul and John, chargel with rayments to be mais to "their brothers, 
Richard and Daniel, towards their purchase of land ir Monamoy," now 
Chatham. 

Until positive evidenca to the COnNSrTATy ‘is rroducal, we hold tho rro= 


bate records to bs ths hishost author ity, anil that Richard ani Daniel 


were the true sons, andl not the "alortal sons" of Paul Nears. 


For the benefit of futura investicators, I will nots the cen3sis cf 
the pedigras, atc., Bo far as can now be ascsrtnined. 

About the yaar 1845, the lato Mr. %. a, Poerby was employal to col- 
lect data ragariing the Sears family, anl a parcphlet was issue, entitled 
"Notices of the Sears Pamily, from Sir Dernar] Burke's works, and 
somerby's Collections in knglant," ete. The manuseript of his collection 
ig now in the library of the Mass. “ist. So., in Boston. 


1t consists of a nass of extracts from Enelis: lecal works, ralnative 


03 
or a 
2D 

ry 
4) 
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to the families of Saver ani Saar but showirs not the slishtest 
7 
cornsction with the Amsrican family of Sears: anlot Maxtracts fror 
parish registers, ani family papers im possession oF ‘Jon. Davil fears, 
it 
of Boston. 
I do not unlerstand Mr. somerby's reference to "axtracts from raris 
Tegisters," for as I have alraal Said, th x9 
.#) ? w] ? 
Colchester, dces not H691= Unsil 199 JOars ALiGSst the Alls g3il exiles of 
Aicharl Sayer, ani that of ct. Anilrow's 1 Che, Plymouth, until aftar the 
Temoval of Sir John Hawkins to Lornlon; it is evident 
nothing pertinant to the Americar Ancestry 


coull hava been foun} ir 


them. 
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Certainly Mr. Somerby in his rearches found nothing to connect the 
English and American families, or he would have fiven the data, with 
references to authorities. 

Not: long before his death, in conversation with gentlemen well known 
in genealogical circles, he gave them cloarly to understand that he did 
not wish to bs held accountable for manv of the statements in the pears 
pedigree. 

But Somerby did in fact furnish Sir Bernard Burke with the material 
for his articles on the Sears family, anil the " Notices of the Sears 
Family," was published with his approval, if not written by him, for 
my copy bears his antogranh, “ With compliments of MH. 4. norris" 
and he was ths agent, ani with Mr. Benham, ons of the church war‘iens, 
supsrinteniei the putting in vlace of the obiectionabls tablets in 
St. Peter's Church, in Solchester. ‘irs. Denhar: told me that her 
husband wags so much intsrestsd in tha stor. of tha Sears famil:s’ as rel- 


ated by Mr. Somerby, that ha wrota out a com, wnich hs .isrnositeal in 


Cd 


-_ 


sho muniment chess of St. Peter's for ths benefit of future vonerations. 


eo M ho’ aon Bt a4 ad one * a re ars re ry hss 4 ca 5 “Pe, nd Rig "7 ok 4 Pes 
In 1852, Sir Bernard Burke publishel thy 6 VOlinzog of "Visitationg 


of Seats and Arms," which contains at rage ba, of Part II, an account 
of the family, claiming that by right of Prinogeniture, the Chathan 
branch is " The Head of the American Ssars Family," this was fcllowod 
in 1863, in the. third series of " Vicissitudles of Familias," oy a 
Sketch entitled " A Pilsrinm Father." 

In reply to ny rayusst for his authorities for the QPtlCle, tie wroTs 
m3 as follows: 

WOO. Gastle; 
3° March 1884. 
Ly ROA eae 


TE + KY. XN? Pa , "wy 4 _ 7 
hatter lates than naver. Your letter of the Ol dAnNvAry 
$ ~ 


. : Sad 

4 pa *t one Ld L . ,s 4 : als i 

last sot mislaid, & has just turne1 un. Kintly axcusa my annarent 
as 
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- inattention. The History of the Sears family was supplied to me by the 
late Mr. Somerby on behalf of the Hon: Bavid Sears of Boston; & from it 
I derived the particulars given in the Vicissitudes. In the later 
Editions of that work, the Article ‘no longsr appears. It was omitted 
» in consequenc? of searches I institutel te $est itg trath. 
. Those searches convinesi me that the details wers not only "not nrover} 
- bbt also incapable of proof, if not altosether wrons, & opnosed to fact. 

Believe me, | 

| My dear Sir, 

Yours most truly, 
J. Bernar? Eurke, 
Ulster." 


In 1857, Rev. E. H. Sears publishel " Pictures of the Olien Time," 
to which was atied in a later slition for rrivate distribution, a 
‘Genealogy of the Sears Family. 

In his preface he states that ne derivel his facts mainly fron 
Burke's tt Visitations of Seats & Arms," and froze "family papers," ate. 

Ne doubtless simply acted as alitor, anl dil not arparently deem it 
his duty to verify his authorities. 

In the letter of J. Hawes, before quoted, he says he was "assistel in 
his collections by Mr. Colman anl Richard." 

This is confirmed by a manuscript in the hand-writing of Hon. David 
“ears of Boston, dated Feb. 10, 1845, ‘in possession of Gen. C. W. Sears 
of the Univ. of Miss., entitled, " Merorandia of tho nears, from Ninutes 
collected by J. Haves and Wm. Colman to 1600, and continued by Richard 
Sears of Chatham to 1840;" ----- " Copicl from the original in rossess~ 
ion of Mrs. Richard Sears of Chatham." 

The manuscrirt contains many imrortant errors, anl varies fron the 
r3coris, anl from the mublishe? oonawo8sy. Is was evilently writtan 
from memory. 

I cannot now lstermins the share of aither of the trio in the pro- 
duction of these * Minutes," but one fact will show how little Richari 


sears could have hai to jo with them. 
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In this document his mother, Fear Freeman, is said to have been the 
daughter of John Freeman of Sandwich, ani the printed genaalory makes: 
the same statement. | | 
She wag in fact, the daughter of Benjamin Freeman of Harwich, by his 
wife, Temperance Dimmick, as is shown by his will recoriel in Barnstable. 
Richari Sears was nine years old when his ¢rand-father dial, ani 


twenty-four when his grand-nother died. Thev lived in adjoining towns, 
and if is absuri to suppose that he lil not lmow his grani-paronts names 
ani rasilence, or that such a gross 23rror could have zscapet his notice 


id 
Ww 


and corraction. 

ur. Colman was his bro~in-law, anl rasiledl in Boston; his rart ee 
matter is not svident. | 

Of J. Hawes I have already written: if his letter ds acceptod as evi- 
dence, then the Story is apparently tracel bacl: to Daniel Saars who lied 
in Chatham in 1761, acal 49 vaurs. 

It appoars %: tho racsoris of the Brobate Court it Barnstvbla, pine on 
Feb. 10, 1758, * "non injyuisition of the Salsactman of “hatnan, Taniol 


s 


; “? a ee Fo t ey ninka’ 
NOP Compos, ani nis wits, Tear Sears was arrointel 


: H3ars was aljulrel 
his guardian. 

Swift's Hist. of 91d Yarmouth, mrlishel in 1835, ase Gis * Cis 
Marriage of Richard Sears ani Dorothy Thacher, ani the birth of Knyve t 
Sears, are recorisl ina Bible left by Richarl Ssars of Chatham, kent 
in the family for soveral cenerations." 

A Bible answering to this description was once in the sdaaesaton of 
Hon. David Sears, but has long since lisarpearadl, anl may have beon 
deposited with somo institution for safe ksepings. All that I have been 


able to learn about it is, " it measured 3rhaps six inches b. four 
3 ov 3 


and the entries in it were in a small, fine hand." 
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Enquiries nave been male of the Jescendants of Richard Sears of Chat~ 
ham now living, who say they have never seen, or before heari of such 
a Bible. They woull be grateful for any informztion as to its rresent 
whereabouts. 

In conclusion: --- It is now evident that Hon. David sears wa: erlev- 
ously deceived relative to tha early history ani gensalovy cr the family, 
ani there is no evidence to show who Picharl Sares rarents were, or 
wnere i wag born. 

Is is rossitl> that thera may huva been ancient alliances of the 
oayer, Knyvet anl Hawkins families, and thea family genealosist may have 
erred in placigg " the flesh on the wrong bones." 

About 1500, a family of Ynyvets was sattled ir etanwry, 2 rarish 
adjoining Colchester, anl about that tims on2 Tmand Nnyvet liel Snere, 
leaving his sister, Lady Thomasine HLOPGON, NGS ieiry anda fanil~ of 
Nawkinses wis at the sam3 time settlsl in ~tainSree, onl. twalve miles 
distant, of which one John Hawking, a waalthy cicthier, purchased estates 
in Colchester, and settled at Alresford Hall, hard by, circa 1600. 

I have already referrel to the marriage of Oliver Sheres anil Alicea 
Knyvet, daughter of Edimni Knyvet, sergeant-porter to Nenry Viil. 

There was more than one family of Yawkins in Plymouth, andl another 
John Hawkins was made a freeman there, the same voar as the Admiral. 

Narblehead where we find Richarl Seer settled in 1538, was larcaly 
settled by people from the islands of Guernsey ani Jersey, in the 
British Channel, ani the names of Sarres ani Serres are fount in tho 
recoris for several centuries, ani are still repressnved in Guernsey. 


e 
a ow wee Oe 


To sum up briefly: --- There is no evilanco that Richari Sares cf 


Yarmouth was descenlai from the Colchester family of OUT. 


- 














*Prbe ie 


SEARS * 25 

Sir John Hawkins, Admiral, could not have had a daughter of marriage 
able eoerdn 1560, nor for many years after, anil John Bourchier Sayer if 
born in 1561, or thereabouts, was not his grand-son. 

The Egmont connection is alike mythical, anil unsurported by proofs. 

It is doubtful if Richard Sares was ever in Holland, or that he mar- 
riel a Thacher, .anl there is no evilence that h2 sver hala gon Fnvvet. 

According to the Probate recorls, Richari anil aniel Ssaars of Chatham, 
were the sons Of Paul Sears, ani the: mist have been his younzest sons, 
so that the claim put forth by Sir Bernard Burke in his " Visitations 
of Seats and Arms," that"tha Chatham branch is the Heal of the American 
Family of Sears in America," has no founlation in fact, and is on the 
contrary, in dirsct conflict with tha records. 

To bolster up this claim,.woull seem to have been tha motive for the 
fiction relative to Knyvet, the soi-disant son of Richard Sares, and for 
calling ths two younger sons of Paul Sears, his alopted Sons, as also 
for altering the dates of. their births, so as to make Daniel the elder. 

The claim to Ancestral ngtates in “ngland, is apparently unfounted, 
and all documents upon which the English Ancestry was based, have beer. 


lost or destroyed. 
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FIRST GENERATION 


ee aes eee 


1 
1. RICHARD SEARS, parentage, place and date of birth unknown; died 


in Yarmouth, Plymouth Colony, New England, and was burisd there, Aug. 26, 


He married Dorothy Jones of Dinder, co. Somerset, England, who 


died, and was buried in Yarmouth, Mar. 19, 1678-79. She was a sister 
of Richard Jones, who came over in 1635, and sattled in Dorchester, Mass., 
“dying soon after; and of Elizabeth Jones, the second wife of Anthony 
‘Thacher of Yarmouth. | 
. Children: 
*2. 1. PAUL, b. prob. in Marblehead, Nass., 1637-38. 
}» SILAS, b. — in Marblehead, 1637~38; perh. a tyin. 


3: Deborah, b. Yarmouth, Ply. Col., Sept. 1639; was adm. to 2d. Ch. 


fom ist. Ch., Yar., Aug. 6, 1727; ani died Aug. 17, 1732, 
within about one month of 93 years of age;" m. 1659, Zachary 
p@madock, eon of Robert & Mary P., of Plymouth; he b. Ply., 

Mir. 20, 1636; (or as his obit. says,"beginning of 1640;") 
@--Yar., May 1, 1727, ae. 88 years. | | 

pore = "Yarmouth, co. Barnstable, May 1, 1727. 






os gts day died here Mr. Zachariah Paddock, in the 88th year of 
 * Wie age, was born in Plymouth, in the beginning of the year 


1640. He retained his reason to an uncommon degree, until 
his last illness, which lasted but a few days. He was mar- 


ried in 1659, to Mrs. Deborah Sears, born in this town, and now 
survives him, having lived together about 66 years, and by her, 
God blest him with a mmerous offspring, especially in the third 


_-..,@nd fourth generations, having left behind him of his own pos- 
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‘ terity, 48 grand-children and 38 great-prand-children, and of 
this latter sort no less than 30 descendants from his second 
son. The old gentleman, his wifs, one of his sons and his 
wife lived for a considerable time in a house by themselves, 
without any other parson, vhen their ages computed together, 
amounted to over 300 ysars. -Mr. Paddock had obtained the 
character of a righteous man, and his widow, nov near four- 
score ani eight years old, is well reputed for good works." 

(N.E.Weekly News Letter.) This obit. was probably 
‘written by Ur. Dennis, Pastor of the 2d. Ch., Yarmouth. 
Children, Paddock: 
1. Ichabod, b. Yar., Feb. 2, 1661-62; "went to Nantucket to 
teach whaling." He was nanad in his grand-fathsr's 
will in 1676. ? Did ho m. Boston, Mass., Aug. 16, 
1707, Elizabeth Brown, or was it his nephew of the 


same name. 
2. Zachariah, b. Yar., Apr. 14, 1664; d. pr. 8, 1717-18, ae. 
o4 yrs., gr-st.; m. Bethia ” -——— , who d. Mar. 8, 


1708, ae. 41 yrs., gr-st.; and 2d., July 29, 1708, . | 

Mary Thacher, widow of Dea, Josiah T., and dau. of (wm d. ney Sagera) | 

Elisha Hedge, sha b. Mar. 1671. : 
Children, Paddock: 

by Bethia, 

1. Ichabod, b. June 1, 1687; d. Aug. 5, 12750, ae. 

63 yrs.; m. (? Boston, Mass., Aug. 16, 1707, 
Elizabeth Brown,) (and 2d.,) Joanna Faunce, 

dau. of Thomas & Jean (Nelson)F., she b. 1689; 

d. May 1758, ae. 63 yrse; lived in Middleboro, 26s 
Mass. 

2. Deborah, b. Apr. 2, 1689; d. 27(4)1750; m. Oct. 
1709, "Benjamin Bunker, "and 2d., July 1728, 
Jonathan Folger. 

3. Elizabeth, b. Feb. 11, 1690-91; d. Jan. 11, 1759, 

ae. 67 yrs.; m. Nov. 2, 1710, Jossph Howes, son 
of Samuel H., of Chathan, who d. Dec. 6, 1750, 
in his 61st. yr. 

Zachariah, b. Nov, 10, 1692; m. June 15, 1718, 
Elizabeth Howes, dau. of Joseph & Mary (Vincent) 
H., she b. Feb. 28, 1694, 

0. James, b. Dec. 24, 1694; d. South Bast, N.Y., Aug. 
9, 1761, as. 67 yrs.; m. Nov. 5, 1719, Rebecca 
Chapman, dau. of Isaac & Rebecca (Leonard) C.,; 

. she b. June 10, 1697; d. in So. Hast; lived in 
Mansfield, Conn., and later in So. East, N.Y. 

6. Peter, b. May 27, 1697; d. So. East, N.Y., Apr. 

10, 1760, ao. 63 yre.; m. Mar. 16, 1720-21, - 
Sarah Howes, dau. of Jonathan & Sarah H., she 

b. June 30, 1695; d.-So. East, N.¥., Oct. 22, 
1776, Yn her 82d. yr. 

7. Bethia, b. May 25, 1699; d. Oct. 16, 1728, as. 30 
yre.; m. Oct. 1718, Lot Gray, son of John G. Jr. 

8. Mary, bd. July 10, 1701. 

. 9. John, b. May 21, 1703; m. Feb. 13, 1728, Martha 

pot Hopkins, dau. of Judah H., of Harwich, she b. 

Bhat | Mar. 25, 1705; -and—penk—3d+>—Hannah—ewewer, 


— 
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210. David, b. Aug. 12, 1705; m. Oct. 12, 1727, Mary 


Foster, dau. of Chillingsworth & Mercy (Roster) dita. 


F., she b. Jan. 1, 1709-10; rem. to So. East,N.Y. 

ll. Priscilla, b. Feb. 29, 1707. 

by Mary, 

12. Hannah, b. mid. of Aug. 1709; m. Fob. 23, 1728- 
29, David Howes, json of Jonathan & Sarah H., he 
b. Apr. 30, 1698!"4., Fob. 3, 1781. 

13. Anthony, b. Fob. 5, 1710-11; was drowned in Nan- 
tuckst Sound, Feb. 15, 1731, in his 22d. yr, 
gr-st., Yar. " outher vay ell Ley,” 

3. Elizabeth, b. Aug. 1, 1666; m. Nov. 28, 1689, John Howes, 

Bon of John & Elizabeth (Mayo) 4.3; she d.s.p.; and 

he m. 2d., July 8, 1691, Mary Matthews, and d. Apr. 

30, 1736. 

4. John, Capt.; b. May 5, 1669; d. Feb. 18, 1717-18, in his 
49th. yr., gr-st.; m. (int. 1694,) Priscilla Hall, 
dau. of John & Priscilla (Bearsa) H., she b. Feb. 
1671; d. Jan. 2, 1724.25, in her 57th. yrs; 29st. 

Children: Paddock: 

1. John, b. Juna 4, 1695; d. Sept. 30, 1732, in his 
38th. yr., gr-st.3; m. 1716, Rebecca Thacher, 
dau. of Josiah & Mary (Hedge) T.3; after his death 
sha removel to Boston with her children, (one of 
whom was Adino Paddock, the coach-maker and Col.) 
she was a communicant in the Brattle oq. Che, 
Dec. 5, 1736. 

2. Son, b. Fob. 1, 1696-97; d. Feb. 3, 1696.97. 

3. Elizabeth, b. Apr. 14, 1698; d. June 1772; ae. 75 
yrs.; m. Narwich, Apr. 17, 1718, Joseph Sears , “W..2% 
and d.eS.p. 

4. Joseph, bd. Mar. 8, 1700; m. Mar. 17, 1725-26, 
Reliance Stone, dau. of Rev. Nathan & Reliance 
(Hinckley) S., she b. Apr. 26, 1703; d. Mar. 26, 
1734, ae. 31 yrs.; and 2d., Nov. 1735, Margaret 
Crosby, who d. Nov. 27, 1738; and 3d., Nov. 1739, 
Elizabeth Mayo of Eastham. 

9» Priscilla, bd. Jan. 30, L701-2; m. Feb. 22, 1721-22, 
Thomas Clark, Jr. : 

Ven. 6. Ebenezer, b. Har. 18, 1703~4; d. Oct. 18, 1767, in 
his 64th. yr., gr-st.; m. Oct. 22, 1725, Mary 
Sears . We +7. | 

7. Child, b. Feb. 25, 1705-6; d. Nar. 6, 1705-6. 

8. Thankful, b. June 26, 1710; d. Nov. 26, 1730, in 
her 2lst. yr., grest. 

9. Josiah, b. Apr. 9, 1713; Dr.; m. Feb. 17, 1736~37, 

wea. 1, 1. Mercy Sears. “hy. qt- 

9. Robert, b. Jan. 17, 1670-71; m. Mar. 6, 1701-2, Martha Nall, 
dau. of John & Priscilla (Bearse) H., sha b. May 24, 
1676; romoved to Mansfield, Conn. 

Children: Paddock: 

1. Son, b. Feb. 2, 1702-3; d. ae 7 weeks. 

2. Seth, b. Mar. 13, 1704-5; m. Apr. 13, 1727, Morcy 
Nickerson; and 2d., Mansfield, Conn., Oct. 10, 
71735, Zorviah Storrs: and 3d., Feb. 17, 1744.45, 
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3s 
Ruth Arnold. | ' 
6. Joseph, b. Sept. 12, 1674; m. Nantucket, Mar. 5, 1696, Sarah 
Gardner. 
Child: Paddock: 
1. Seth, b. July 9, 1699; m. Nov. 22, 1727 ,Leah Gardner. 
7. Nathaniel, b. Sept. 22, 1677; m. Nantucket, Dec. 15, 1706, 
Ann Bunker. 
8. Judah, Capt.; b. Sept. '1681; d. Mar. 31 1770, in his 89th. 
yr., gr-st.; m. Dec. 5, 1706, a1fc0 Alden, dau. of 
David & Mary (Southworth) A., who d. July 12, 1774, 
in her 89th. yr., gr-st.; 
Children: Paddock: 
1. Reuben, b. Dec. 27, 1707. 
&. Judah, b. Mar. 27, 1709-10; d. May 29, 1748, in his 
39th yr., gr-st., Acushnet. 
3. Samel, b. Oct. 12, 1711; d. July 27, 1757, in his 
46th yr., gr-st.; m. Dec. 2, 1744, Thankful Howes, 
dau. of Eben. & Lydia (Joyce) H., she b. Aug. 22, 
1711; d. June 27, 1789, in her 7Sth yr., crest. 
4. Mary, b. Mar. 5, 1718-14; m. Nov. 1731, Judah Sears, ho.Je, 
removed to Rochester, Mass. 
9. Grace, b. Jan. 27, 1715-16; d. Sapt. 17, 17£0, ae. 
65 yrs.; m. Nov. 1731, John Sears, ho.3r. 
5. Rebecca, b. May 12, 1718; d. Nurdvick, Mass., Jan. 
1812; m. Thomas Spooner. 
7. Nathaniel, b. Feb. 27, 1723-24. 


ap carte ha eer na 


" Just beyond the limits of Nobscussat, under the shadow of 
rade ae Scargo Hill, the loftiest elevation on the Cape, may yet be seen 
@ venerable mansion, the home of saveral generations of the 


Paddock family. Near by is the family burying-cround. 
Mr. James Otis used to say 'the old Paddock house was the 
Oldest houss in Dennis.! It may have basen the residence of 


Zachariah and Deborah (Sears) Paddock." (Capt. Thomas P. Howes.) 
The parentage, place and date of birth of Richard Sears are alike 
unknown. 
The name of Richard Seer is first found upon the records of Plymouth 
Colony, in the tax list of Mar. 25, 1633, when he was one of forty~four 
. a list of eighty-six persons who were assessed nina shillings, in corn 
at six shillings a bushel, upon one poll. 
| He soon crossed over to Marblehead, in Massachusetts Colony, whore 
“Widnand Goseares taxed as a resident in tho Salem rate list for Jan. l, 


~- 1637-38, and on Oct. 14, 1638, was"granted four acres of land, where he 
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3 What his reasons wore for removing from Plymouth, can now only be 
conjectured, but the fact that his bro-in-law, Anthony Thachsr and wife 
were settled there at that time, offers a probable cue. 

Early in the spring of 1639, a party under the loadership of Anthony 
Thacher, crossed the Bay to Cape Cod, and settled upon a tract of land 
called by the Indians, "Mattakeese," to which they gave the name of Yar- 
mouth. 

With them went Richard Sears, accompanied by his wifs, and infant 
sons, Paul and Silas. 

He took up a peutdence on Quivet Neck, between Quivet and Sssuit 

a Creeks, where in, the following September his dauphter Deborah was born, 
“s being one of the first white children to be born in the settlement. 
In 1643, the name of Richard Seeres is in the list of thosa betwean 
the age of 16 and 60 able to bear arms. | 
Oct. 26, 1647, the commissionars on Indian affairs vere appointed to 
nest at the house of Richard Sarss at Yarmouth, when he entered a com 
plaint against Nepoytam Sachums, and Felix, Indians. 
Oct. 2, 1650, he with sixteen others, complained of William Nickarson 
for Slander, damage 100 pounds; and at the same term of court, wo find his 
ee name: with seventeen others, against Mr. John Crow, William Nickarson and 
5 ie Lt. William Palmer for trespass, damage 60 pounds. 
June 3, 1652, Richard Seeres was propounded to take up Froedon. 
June 7, 1652, Richard Sares was chosen to serve on the Grand Inquest 
June 7, 1653, Richard Sares took the Oath of Fidellyts at Plimouth, 
and was admittad a Freeman. 


Mar. 1, 1658, Richard Seares was chosa on the committee to levy the 
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June 6, 1660, Richard Sares was chosen Constable. 

June 3, 1662, Richard Saeres was chosen Deputy to the Gensral Court 
at Plymouth. 

Nov. 23, 1664, Richard Sares, husbandman, purchased of Allis Bradford 
widow of Gov. William Bradford, (who signed the deed vith her mark,) a 
tract of land at Sesuit, for 20 pounds. 

10(3)1667, Richard Sares male his Will, to which Feb. 3, 1676, he 
added a codicil. Both documents arse sipned with his mark, (RS) and in 
witnessing various desis at previous dates, he always made his mark, a by 
no means unusual thine to do in thoss Jays. 

Mr. H. G@. Somerby in his manuscript collection i: the library of the 
Mass. Hist. So., Boston, mantions a tradition that he heli a conmission 
in the militia, and lost his right arm by a gun-shot wound in a fight 
with Indians in 1650, but neithor Pact is racorded, nor is any such tra- 
dition know to the Caps antiquarians. 

June 30, 1667, the name of Richard Sares is signed with fourteen 
others to a compiaint arainst Nicholas Nickerson for slander of Rev. 
Thomas Thornton. Wis signatura is well and plainly written, on the 
seta documsnt in the possession of Hon. H. C. Thacher of Boston, (of 
which a copy much reduced may be sean in Swift's " Hist. of Old Yarmouth," 
1884,) but it is not certain that it is his autorraph, (ani no other is 
_known,) as it and several others may have been written by the same person, 
and probably the one who procured the signaturss to it. 

T have followed the spelling of Richard Sears namo as found on the 
records, which is probably the clerk's phonetic reniering; I have been 
toli by aged membsrs of tha family, that vhon they were childran, sarly 
in the 19th century, the name was yvritten Sears, but pronounced by old 


people, Sares. 
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His first house was built upon the southerly side of the bluff near 
the sea-shora, where the cellar, a mars hole for vagatables some ten feet 
square, was pcinted out to my informant sarly in the 19th century. 

At a latar date he built again a short distance north-west from the 
ancisnt house built by Capt. John Sears,circa 1704, and the site of this 
later residences is still rocorrizabls. 

His first houss was nerhaps what Nr. Amos Otis calls "a palisada 
house; such housas ware built by placing silts directly upon the ground, 
in thess two parallel rows of holes wera borad, soma six inches apart, 
for the insertion of polas, ths space batwean basing filled in with stones 
ani clay, onsnings baing left for a door Sed iiowee 

‘he roof was thatched with the long sedge-prass found in the maadow, 
and as a substitute for glass in the windows, oilad paper was usad. 

"The chimney was built of sticks, laid up cob-house fashion, and well 
daubed with clay, or mortar mais from shells. A southerly slops was 
preferred for the house, and the back of ths chimney was hollovad out of 
the hill-sids, thus saving soms labor in building. The fire-placa 
was of stone, som3 Sight feet vide and four fest in darth, and the mante 1 
laid so-high that a tall person could walk under it by stooping a little. 

" the oven was built upon the outside of the house with the mouth oper 
ing in one corner, on ths backside of the firs-place. The fire was 
built in the centre, and on a cold winter evening a soat in the chimney 
corner was a luxury unknown in modsrn times. Strav or selge-srass 
servod for a floor and carpet. Some of the palisads bousss built by 
the early sattlers wsrs the most comfortable ani durable houses built. 

“That of Mr. John Crow stood for nearly tyo canturies, seldom needing 
repairs, and in fact the last owners did not know ths psculiarities of 


its construction until it was taken down. Ths walls of the house were 
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plastered inside ni outside vith shell-mortar, and at soma later period 
it had been clap-boaried. thus concealing the original construction." 

" Tea was unknown, and china and porcelain ars not found in inventories 
before 1660." 

An idea of the household furnitura may bo obtained from the inventor 
ies given further on. 
cI the early ssttlers vers princivally eneagod in agricultural pursuits, 
Stock-raising anl fishing. Many whales were cast uron ths coast, and the 
shore was divided in ssctions, under ths charga of whaling squads chosen 
by the town people. Capt. Paul Sears and Lt. Silas Sears belonced to 
one of these squads, and Capt. John Sears vas also enzagad in whaling. 

“O11, fish and tar wors exchancel vith the tradors visiting ths coast 
for goods which were nesdad, and which thsy did not themsalves produce. 

N They traied in their own vessels with the Yest Indias, brinsing home 
molassss and spirits, and built vessels vhich they themselves manned. 

" The Cape seamen havs always been famed for their skill and daring. 

" At a lator date John Sears invented the metho! of making salt from 
sea_water by solar evaporation, and was the pioneer in an industry that 
aided much to the wealth of the Caps, until superseded by the salt-springs 
of Syracuse,etc.; and Elkanah Sears of Dennis was ths first tc set out 
and cultivate cranberriss at Flax Pond in 1819. 

| ©The Caps farms produced good crops of Indian corn, rye, barley and 
soma wheat, ani all sorts of vegetables; berries were plenty, and cran- 
berries vers indigenous. Gams vas rlsnty, and crith fish abundantly 
Supplied the table; cows and goats vera kept for milk, and bees for honey. 

' Beer was considered a necessity, and each family brewod at refular 
intervals. Spirits were consumed in considsrabls quantities, and the 


-mames of many of the best citizens are upon record as “licensed to draw 
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wine.” The mothers of the tow were axpert in the use of the loom, and 
made most of the cloth usad in their familias. In the swaner they wore 
home-spun linen, and in winter flannel. The sails of a véss31 built at 
Hockanum at the close of the Revolutionary war vara made of cloth woven by 
them. Clocks were at first unknown, a sun-dial cut upon the sill ofa 
Southern window gave them the time of day, and it vas lons customary tc 
face the house dus south. In 1745, but ons clock and ons watch woro 
texed in the town of Harvich. 

" Ths observance of the Lord's day was rigilly enforced, and no ons 
was allowed to labor, sngare in anv game or recreation, or travel upon 
that day, under penalties pronortioned to the offence. The tithing- 
men appointed] by the town had with other duties, that of keeping order 
among the boys in church, end wera armed with long rods, tirpad at one 
end with a squirrel's tail or rabbit's foot, for the purpose of avaking 
Sleoping women, and at the other with brass or a deserts hoof, which thoy 
brought down with emphasis on ths hoads of male offandors. 

“The journey to and from maeting was, to many , long and tedious. 

" Those who had horses vare wont to "ride and tie," i.a. one vould 
ride a specified distance, and then alight and fasten the animal, and 
proceed on foot, leaving the coming pedastrian to mount and ride for the 
next stage. The women ond emai children rode on rillions behind their 

_lords and masters, but the young people of sither sex wara oxpectad to 

Make the journey on foot, and no doubt with congenial company they found 
the miles short enough. In winter the only mode of kseping themselves 
warm in meeting was by the use of foot-stoves, or a hot trick or stens. 

"In the intervals betveen morning and afternoon ssrvics, the men and 
boys assembled outside to discuss town affairs, the prospects of crops, 


or fishing; while the women over their luncheon in the meeting~house, or 


woo! 
¥ 7 
o fe 








oa SEARS GENEALOGY | 10 


at some convenient neighbors, had their gossip. In garly colonial 
: r - - 


times a large family was considered a great -blessing in a pecuniary point 


of view. The boys assisted the father on the farm,arM at seventean 
were able to dc the work of a man. The girls were also brought up tc 
more than earn their own living. They assisted their mother, spun and 


‘vove the flax and the wool, and mads their own ard their brothers garments 
ani in hay-time and harvest assisted vith their brothers in the fields. 
"A man with a large and healthy family of childran was then the most 
inispendsnt of men. From his farm and his housshold ke obtained ar 
abundance of the prime necessaries of lifes. The surrlus which he sold 
was more than sufficient to pay the bills of the mechanic, ani to buy the 
few articles of foreign merchandise then required. Taxss wore said in 
agricultural products, at a rate fixed by lav, ard if land or other prop 
arty was sold, unless it was expressly stipulated in the contract that 
rayment should be made in silver money, it was e bartor trade, payable 
in produce at " the prices current -vit!: tha marchants." 

"Aged people were wont to remark that their ancostors estimated that 
évery son born to them addsd 100 pounds-te their voalth, and every dauch 
ter 50 pounds. Nowvever heterodox this theory may now arpear to parents 
or to political econcmists, it was undoubtedly true in early days." 

The Ssarses married in early life with but fey exceptions, had large 
families. ?°ve3 comfortably, and vars raspected and honorsd memtars of 
society. 

10(3) 1667, Richard Saros made his will, to which ha added Feb. 3, 
1676-67, a codicil, which with the inventory ars racordsd in Plynouth 
Rec. Book 3, Part 2, pp. 53-55. Therin he names "wife Dorothy, elder " 

and"9lidest son Paule Sares, youncest son Sylas earas," and tdauchter 


ee Deborah, son-in-law Zachery Padduck," and "Ichabod Padduck," and requests 
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"brother Thacher with his sons as friends in trust,"etc. 


: x 
His inventory in the original record foots up 169 06 0 ,a manifest 


error, ths real estate alone being valusad at 220 pounds, and the last 


item is not carried out. Nor would ths corrsctad sur raprassnt his 
worldly condition fairly, as he had no doubt previously given to his 
children such portions of his propsrty as he could wall spare. 

In the proper places I givs cepiss of tha wills and inventories of 
Richard Sares and his sons, by a carsful sxamination of -vhich, the 
location of the original estates may be tracsd in part, and some idea 
bes formed of the relative wealth and personal belongings of each. 

It is to be regretted that no plan is now known tc be in existancea 
showing the bounds of the original estates in Yarmouth and Narvich, and 
recent attempts to construct such have not met with much SUCCESS. 

No grave-stonss remain to mark the buriel places of Richard Sares 
and his wife, and they probably never had any inscribed stones jeupright 
grave-stones did not come in use in Fngland until ths time of Quaen 
Elizabeth, and the early graves in Plymouth Colony were generally marked 
with » boulder. some years since a.eran ie monument was erected in the 


old cemetery in Yarmouth, by the late Ion. David Sears of Boston, which 


is popularly supposed to mark the spot of their burial, but I was told 


by aged members of the family that it was really placed over the grave of 
Paul Sears, his grave-stone being removad for that purposs, although it 
is possible that Paul may have been buried by the side of his parents. 

There is no stones to the memory of Reborah Sears, wife of Paul, nor 
‘to*his orcether Silas, eitcee burial rlace is unknown. 


The stones to Paul Sears, records his death in 1707-8, and it is the 


_ Oldest inscribed memoriel in the cametary, although Swift in his "Mist. of 


- 


Old Yarmouth accords that credit to the grave-stone of Col. John Thacher, 


"Sa -> dehtedaddiamaatndneatetaamatehasaalaamtns ednnecnbecdemdinedes fal ig ee on 
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who died in 1713. 


There are no reliable traditions extant of Richard fares ard his 
family, and our only sources of informatior relative to then are the pub- 
lic records from which I have quoted on a previous page. 

In Plymouth Colony, the governor, deputy governor, magistrates and 
assistants, the ministers of the gospel, and elders of thes church, school 
masters, commissioned officars cof the militia, men of wealth, or connected’ 
with families of the nobility or gentry, wore alone entitled to the prefix, 
Mr. pronounced Master, and their vives, Hrs. or Mistress. 

This rule was rigidly enforced in early Colonial times, and in lists 
of names it was almost the invariatle custom to commence vith those high- 
est in rank, and folloy that order to ths end. Our forefathers claimed, 
anil were cheerfully accorded ths title due to their birth and position, 
and it is unwise tc claim for them any title which they did not themselves 
assume. I do not find that Richard Sares was aver givan the prefix of 


iMr., and in the town records it was reser den tas that his ve Goody Sarss 
1. Od sth Ml gO oo Yaa tee, 


was buried Mar. 19, 167°.79, e en deta? S eat wi4 at et men ; &é a>. been he. ae aa oa 


avert Cade ca eee fate 
Ne was a farmer, hard working and bcloakalata! an affectionate hus- 
band and kind parent, a God fearing man, and respected by his neighbors. 
His descendants showed good breeding, and many of them were prominent 
in town and church affairs, and in the militia. 
Their names may be found in the records of the Indian and French wars, 
the Revolutionary war, and that of 1°12. Many served during the war of 
| Rebellion, and shed their blood freely for their country. 
Ths family has always been very relirious in its tendency, somo of 
its members haves been foremost in the temperance and anti-slavery move~ 


ments, but it has nevor given rise to any prominent politicians, and while 


holding many local officss, not aspiring above the State Legislature. 








" WORTH IS BETTER THAN WEALTH 
GOODNESS GREATER THAN NOBILITY 
EXCELLENCE BRIGHTER THAN DISTINCTION". 


(Sears Monument). 








lewd 
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B64. Prence, Gov.: | 
A deed appointed to be recorded. 
 Witnesseth these prsents, that I, Allis Bradford the widow of William 


Bradford, late of Plymouth in America, Esqre, deceased, have the day and 
year aforesaid, for and in consideration of ths sum of twenty pounds to 
me the said Allis Bradford in hand payed before the ensealing and delivery 
of these prsents, by Richard Sares of the town of Yarmouth, in the colony 
of New Plymouth, aforssaid, husbandman, whereof and of every p'te and 
p'cell thereof, I the said Allis Bradford do fully acquit and discharge 
him the said Richard Sares, his heirs and assigns forever, bargained and 
sold, enfeoffed, assigned and confirmed, and do by these prosents do bar 
gain, sell, snfeoffe, assign and confirm unto the said Richard Sarses, his 
heirs and assigns, tvo allotments of land containing forty acres, ba they 
more, or be they less, lying and being at a placa commonly called and known 
by the name of Sasuett, between a brook commonly called and known by the 
name of bound brook, anil a brock called Saquahuckett brook,— twenty acres 
whcreof was the first lot, (so called) of upland with e small neck of land 
next the said, brook, on the Easter side the said trook, and was the lot of 
the aforesaid William Bradford, jiecsased; the other twenty acres of land 
lying and being the next adjoining hereunto on the Easter side called the 
econd lott, and was late an allotment of land of Experiancs Michels; both 
which allotments of land are bounded on the Yester side with bound brook 
aforesaid, and on the Easter side with an allotment of land late Nict:olas 
Snowes, now in the tenures and possession of Peter Worden, as also a certain 
tract of meadow to the aforesaid lots appertaining, of seven acres and one 
half bs it more or less, lying, being and abutting, between the norther 
side of the said nook of upland bound brook and small creeke, as from tha 
Faster corner of the said nook, from a spring which runs through the mead 
ows into the said bound brook; together with all tha perquisites, profits, 
ways, Sasements, emoluments and appurtenances therounto belonging; with 

all my right, title, claim and interest unto the said lots of upland and 
meadow or any part or parcell thsreof. To have ani to hold tha said two 
lots of upland, nook and meadow with every ptts and p'cell thereof, togeth- 
er with all the psrqusites, profits, emoluments, ways, sasements and ap- 
purtenances thereunto or to any part or parcell thereof any ways belonging + 
To him the said Richari Sares, his heirs and assigns forever, I say to 

the only use ani behoof of him the said Rickard Sares, his heirs and assigns 
forever. 7 

In witness whereof the said Allis Bradford have heerto these presents 

set my'hand and seal even the twenty third day of November, Anno dom. 1664. | 

Allis Bradford 
her A mark 

oo ard a seale. ( ) 

Signed, sealed and delivered 
in the presence of 
Thomas Southvorth 
Mary Carpenter her B mark. 

Plymouth, ss. June 2, 1885. Ths foregoing is a true copy from Plymouth 
Golony Record of Deeds, Vol. 3, Part 1, Page 18. Attast, "m. S. Danforth, 
Rog. of Deeds, and having charge of tha Plymouth Colony Racords. 


dune 10, 1679, Paul Seers paid Maj. William Bradford, four pounds to 
relinquish his claim on the above land. (Ply. Deods, Vol. 4, Page 266.) 
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"1667. | 
The last. Will and Testament of Richard Sares, of Yarmouth, late de- 
ceased,as followeth;-~-- : 
oe In the name of God, Amen. I, Richard Sares of Yarmouth, in the Cole 
ony of New Plymouth, in New England, do this 10th day of the third month, 
Anno Dom. 1667, make and ordain this my last Vill and Testament, in manner 
and form following)----~ | 

First, -- I give and surrender up my soul to God that gave it, and my 
body to the earth, from whence it vas, in comely and decent manner to be 
buried, &c.3; and all my lands and goods as God hath given me, I give and 
bequeath as followeth: 

First. -- I give anil bequeath, and my Fill is, that Silas Saras, my 
younger son, shall have all my land, that is, all tha upland uron the 
neck where his house stands in which he now dvalis, thus bonded and lying 
between the cart. pathway as runs through the swamp into the said neck 
unto the land of Peter Werden, and so all along by ths lands of the said 
Peter Werden, unto the meadows as are betwixt the said upland and the sea, 
and so as it is surrounded by the meadows unto the aforesaid cartpath as 
runs through the swamp aforesaid, after mine and my wife's decoase. 

To him, the said Sylas sares, to him, and his heirs and assisns for- 
ever, (provided, and my will is, that vhoreas my son-in-lay fachery Pad 
duck is possessed of, and now lives in an houss that is his own proper 
right within the aforesaid tract of land, that he ths sail aachey shall 
have and enjoy two acres of the aforesaid lands about his house for and 
during the life of Dsborak, his now wife; togother with all Ways, 9asa. 

ments , and emoluments, to the same appertaining, without any molestation 
and eviction or denial of him tha said Silas, his heirs or assigns;) 

And my will is, and I do hereby give unto the said Silas Sares ,all. 
that tract of msajow land, as is, and lysth betvoen the aforssaid neck of 
land, and the river, commonly called and known by the namo of Sasuett 
harbor, river bound: as also thus from the Great Pine tree as bounds tho 
meaiows betwser ths meadows of ths aforesaid Psatsr Werden, and my meadows, 
unto a knoll of upland callsd ths Island, tovards the said Narbcur's mouth, 
to the said Sylas and his heirs an! assigns forever, after mine and my 
wifs's decease. 

Further, -- I do give and bequeath to my_son Sylas, after mins and 
my wife's decease, as aforesaid, one half moi y of all my land called 
Robins, as is unfenced. , . 

I mean only one half moiety, and part of thse upland. 

To him the said Sylas, his heirs and assions forsver. 

And my Will is, ani I do give ani bequeath unto my elder son Paul 
Sares, all the rest and remain of my lands, whatsoever, and every part and 
parcel of them whatsoever; after mine and my wife's deceasa, both upland 
and meadow lands, which T hava not in this my last Will, dis;osed of. ~ eo 

4° And my Will is, and I do give unto Dorothy my wife, all my lands what. 

| Soever to be at her dispose during her natural life, and I do givs unto 
her all my other goods and cattle whatsoever during her life, and at or 
before her death, to give anil boqueath then mongst my children, at har 
Pleasure, who also I dé make sole e:mtrix of this my last Will and tost- 
ament: and do intreat my brother Thacher, vith his two sons as friends in 
trust, to see this last will performed. ra 

Furthermore my Will is, that whereas I have bequsathed to ny “Sons 

Paul and Silas all that tract of upland called Robins, as is unfenced, 

by an equai.proportion between them, my Will is, I say, that my son-in-‘ay 
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Zachery Padduck shall have two acres of the said upland before it be 
divided as aforesaid during his said wife's life: and after the decease 
of his said wife, my will is, and I do give unto Ichabod Padduck, the 
said two acres of Robins, and also ths aforesaid two acres adjoining to - 
the houss of his father, Zachery Padduck during his natural lifs. 

; In witness whoreof I have to this my last Till anid Testament sot my 
hand. | | 
In the presence of Ths marks of 

Anthony Thacher Richard (RS) Sares 
Anthony Frey be ke 


Anthony Frey tostifieth tc ths former part of this Will that ho saw 
Richard Sares sigr it as his last Vill and Testament, this socond day of 
March, 1676. 

Before me, John Freeman, Assistant. 


RE GH Gree ie CE 


Be it known to all to whom these presents shall come, that I, Richard © 
cares of Yarmouth, in the Colony of Nav Plymouth, as in this my Will before 
mentioned, being now wseak in body, but of perfect sense and memory, do by 
these presents ratify and confirm my Will, as it has besn mado on the other 
side, bearing date the 10th of the third month 1667. | 

And I do add hersto as pees Onorlys that at my wifs's dscease my eldest 
son Paul Sares shall havs and enjoy to his own propor use, ths house which 
I now live in, and my bed and ths bedding thereto belonging, and also my 
clothing, and the cattle that shall be left at my wife's d2consc, and also 
my warming pan, ani ths sarthen pott vith the cover that belongs to it, 
and the iron pot and table: and in witness hsraof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seale, this third day of February Anno Dom. 1675.76. 

In the prasence of a 

John Thacher The mark of (RS) Richard Saras 

Judah Thacher 7 


oop ane er ee Ge 


I, John Thacher do tastify, that myself and my brother did set our 
-hands as Witnesses to this 7111, as being his last Vill and Testament, 
and when my Urcle signed this Appendix to the Will, he deliverad the 
Will to me, and desired me to new draw the whole vill, and to leave out 
of the now "draft, the legacy of land thet is civen to Ichabod Padduck, 
for saith he, I have anseized it in another way, but if I diebsfore 
you have done it, then it must go as it is; and trouble took me off 80 
that I did not redraw the Fill. 

I having thus explained myself, do testify that this Will is the 
last Will and Testament of my Uncle Sares, so far as I know. 

This fift of March 1676. 

ir. John Thacher attestsd to this Will before ms, - 

John Freeman, Assistant. 


October the eighth day in the year of our Lord, one thousand, six 
hundred and seventy six, : 
This being a true Inventory of the Estate of Richard Sares, latsly 
_ deceased, according to our best information and judgement, taken by us 
whose names are undsrvritten, as followveth: 


Imp. his house and land 220 00 00 
item, five cows 10 QO 00 
oa, 1 bull, 1 heifer of three years and vantage 3.10 00 








Thomas Boarman 

Lancher Winslow 

Samuel Worden 

This 15th day of November 1676. 
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1 heifer of two years and vantage O01 10 00 
5 year olds 05 00 00 
- tem, 2 calves O1 00 00 
“Item, his bed and the furniture thereto belonging 08 O7 00 
' Item, more, 2 pairs of sheets 02 15 00 
Item, 2 sheets, and 2 pairs of drawers : 01 O01 00 
Item, 1 table cloth, 1 pillow beare, 1 narkin, 3 tovels CO 08 00 
Item, britches and hat 62 03 O00 
Item, his coat and cloak 02 O00 OO 
Item, 1 pair of stockings and shoes 00 05 00 
Item, 1 great Bible ani other books 01 03 OC 
Item, pewter and tin O1 03 00 
Item, brass 00 06 O00 
Item, 1 pair of stilliyards 0C 15 00 
Item, iron furniture for the fire 00 12 OC 
Item, more on rugg CO 04 00 
Item, 2 chests CO 16 QO 
Item, 1 beer barrell & one earthern pott 00 64 OC 
Item, 3 chairs 00 O7 CG 
Item, his bees 01 00 00 
Item, other householdments 00 08 CO 
Item, more, tvo waistcoats 00 12 OO 
Item, 1 mare and colt 00 10 6O 
Item, debts in cash 0119 OC 
Item, more, 2 Indian trays 


169 06 06 
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Dorothy Sares the relict of 

Richard Sares, and Paul Sares 

his eldest son, made their appearance 

and gave oath to the truth of this 
Inventory above written 

before me, John Freeman, Assistant. 


Plymouth, ss. Anl. 24, 1883. The foregoing is a true copy from 
aa Colony Records, Vol. III of Fills, folios 53, 54, 55. 
Attest, Wm. S- Danforth, Reg. 


we Os — 
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SECOND GENERATION 


2 oP eens are 





nd 3 4 1 
2. Capt. PAUL SEARS, (Richard,) b. Marblehead, Mass., after Feb. 20, 
Wer, | | 
1637-38; d. Yarmouth, Piy—Col, Feb. 20, 1707-8, in his 70th yr., gr-st.; 
m. Yar., in 1658, Deborah Willard, dau. of George W.,she bapt. Scituate, 


Ply. Col., by Rev. Wn. Witherell, Sept. 14, 1645; d. Yar., May 13, 1721. 


‘ wir ed . 


(Her mother was perhaps Dorothy Dunster, see further on.) 
Childrenin Yarmouth: 


o- 1. Mercy, be July 3, 1659. 
7 | Wars, 
6. 2. Bethia, b. Jan. 3, 1661-62; d. Chatham, Piy—Gely, July 5, 1724, 
| ae. 63 yrs., gr-st.; m. May 27, 1684, John Crowell, Jr.,of 
Nobscussett, he b. 1662; d. Oct. 11, 1728. | 
Children, Crowell: | 
1. Joseph, b. Mar. 20, 1685; m. Oct. 27, 1709, Bathsheba Hall, 
dau. of Flisha & Lyjia H., and 2d., Sept. 4, 1723, Sarah 
Howes, 
Children, Crovell: 
1. Joseph, b. Aug. 20, 1713. 
2» Joshua, b. 1725. 
- 3 3. Stephen, b. Apr. £8, 1727. 
2. Paul, b. Apr. 20, 1687; d. Oct. 11, 1765, in his 79th yr.; 
m. Oct. 21, 1714, Elizabeth Hallet; and 2d., Feb. 25, 1724 . 
#5, Margery Hall, dau. of, Joseph & Hannah (Miller) H., she (co.; 
b. Feb. 24, 1694.95; d. May 14, 1773, in her 79th yrs; A * 
lived in Chathan. 
Children, Crowell: 
od. Abigail, m. ~~~. Collins. 
2+ Paul, m. Rebecca ~—_-— » Who d. Dec. 30, 1746; and 
| 2d., Reliance ~----; and 3d., Mehitabel ——.-- . 
3. sas, ere b. Feb. 25, 1715; m. July 13, 1738, 
. Ann Nickerson. 
ae 4. Elizabeth, b. Apr. 7, 1726; m. ----- Doane. 
ee er 9+ David, b. Aug. 3, 1730. 
3s Bethia, b. Apr. 13, 1689; d. Eastham, Jan. 2, 1752, in her 
GE a BSG yr.; m. Oct. 12, 1710, Joseph Atwood. 
JP ow) Chdldren, Atwood: 
Tg PP BS as ae "1, Bethia, b. 1714; d. Mar. 9, 1789, in her 79th yrs; 
Meee a ee Oe ae ee 4g m. May 10, 1733 » Col. Willari Knowles. . 
i a ee 2. Joseph, b. Feb. 19, 1720-21; m. Deborah Sears. “1. Sb. 
8 eae Oo Mehitabel, b. Sept. 3, 1691; m. May 20, 1713, John Ryder. 
» John, b. July 1693; m. Oct. 23, 1718, Kezia Eldridge; and 
pte. See ee 7 2d., Mer. 7, 1744.45, Thankful Price; rem. to Falmouth. 
oe ea Children, Crowell: by Kezia, 
ie ee 1.Deborah, b. Sept. 21, 1719;m. Aug. 24, 1738, 
John Sears, he. 44. 
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2. Mehitabel, b. Aug. 14, 1721; m. Mar. 31, 1743, 
Zachariah Sears, Ww .%8. 
3. John, b. Jan. 9, 1723-24; m. Mar. 11, 1747, Mary 
Howes. So 
4. Bethia, b. Mar. 4, 1726-27; m. 1744, Zachariah 
Howes; rem. to Windham, Conn. 24 | 
5. Kezia, b. July 13, 1729; d. July, 2729. 
6. Kezda, b. May 18, 1730; “a. May 29, 1730. 
y er Samuel , db. Mar. 21, 1732.33; dis: Jane 28 , 1733. 
&. Kezia, b. May 17, 1734. 
9. Samel, b. Dec. 29, 1735; d. Mar. 7, 1735-36. 
10. Anna, b. Mar. 29, 1738. 
ll. Mary, b. Dac. 13, 1739; m. 1759, Judah Sears, ho !%3o. 
by Thankful, 
12. Lot, b. July 31, 1746. 
13. Bethia, b. Mar. 24, 1747-48. 
6. Deborah, b. July 1, 1695; d. Jan. 11, 1705.6. 
7. Christopher, b. July 24, 1698; d. Jan. 12, 1781; m. Sept. 
23, 1724, Sarah Matthews, she b. 1702; 
Children, Crowell: 
1. Hannah, b. Sept. 9, 1725; m. Apr. 9, 1742, 
Edmund Sears, Vo. ++, 
2. Elizabeth, b. July 3, 1728; d. Dec.3, 1744. 
3. Sarah, b. July 14, 1729; m. Dec. 11, 1745, 
(+ Saale } Seled Saunders; rem. to Nova Scotia. 
i 4. Mary, b. Mar. 19, 1731. 
5. Temperance, b. Apr. 19, 1733; m. Jan. 3, 1760, 
Isaac Howes, son of Joseph & Mary (Howss) H. 
6. William, b. Mar. 25, 1734; m. Jan. 21, 1773, 
7 





Hannah Sears, ho.21-. 
. Christopher, b. Apr. 7, 1737; m. Dec. 24, 1761, 

Deborah Sears, ii. 23%. 

€. Enoch, be May 25, 1739; m. Dec. 9, 1763, Bathsheba 
Paddock. 

9. Bethia, b. Aug. 28, 1741. 

10. John, b. Feb. 2, 1744; d. Apr. 6, 1825. 

8. Blizabeth, b. Oct. 8, 1700; nm. Dec. 22 » 1721, Benjamin 


Homer of Boston, son of Sonn & Margery (Stephens) H., he =~ ~~~ 
b. May 8, 1698;-d. Feb. 24, 1776, ao. 78 yrs. 
ie Children » "Homer: 


1. Bethia, b. Mar. 18, 1722; m. Boston, 1751, Theo. | 
Witherell; and 2d., 1758, Benjamin Cobb. Of. Yiwalan, 
2. John, bt. Sept. 28, 1724; m. Sept. 28, 1749, 
; Abigail Osborn of Nantucket. 
fap: Hs 3. Margery, b. June 13, 1727; d. Aug. 6, 1787, ae. 
cee 60 yrs.; m. Jan. 3, 1765, Willard Sears of 
: West, Harwich, and 2d., Benjamin Higgins of Eastham. 
4. William, b. July 14, 1729; was a loyalist, and rem. 
to Barrington, Nova Scotia. 
i ; 9. Benjamin, b. Aug. 15, 1731; rem. to Boston; m. 
Oct. 23, 1759, Mary Parrott, dau. of Bryant & 
Ruth (Wadsworth)P.,who d. Oct. 24, 1776; (from 
‘ | whom derives Albertina Homer Shelton, who m. 
Poet ane eG Frederic R- Sears of Bostony he, i494, 
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ne (6. Stephen, b. Apr. 15, 1734; m. Elisabeth Chapman, 2. Yaxnoh., 
Cee a 7. Thomas, b. Mar. 21, 1736; m. Nov. 21, 1765, oe 
eee ee ee ee Elisabeth Sears ,,dau. of Capt. Edmund & Hannah 
RE = oes" (Grewell) S., she be. Oct. 16, 1745; d. 1819; 
EN | | rem. to Vermont. .- 
8. Elisabeth, b. Nov. 18, 1738; m. David Knowles, o+ bxath au 
9. Robert, b. Jan. 28, 1742; m. Jerusha Sears, dau. 
of Daniel & Mercy (Snow) S., she b. June 28, 
1742; d. soon; and 2d., Hannah (Matthews) 
Thacher, widow of John TT. . 
9. Mercy, b. Dec. 25, 1704; m. Sept. 4, 1723, Thomas Bray. 
Otte» 
*7. 3. SAMUEL, b. last of bm se63-84. 
8. 4. Lydia, b. Oct. 24, 1666; d. 1748; m. Eloazar Hamblen, son of 
James H., 2d., of Harvich, he. b. Apr. 12, 1668; d. 1698; 
and 2d., Sept. 30, 1706, Thomas Snow, son of Mark & Jane (Prenos) 
Children, Hamblen: Be 
i. Elisha, db. Jan. 26, 1697=93; m. Elizabeth Mayo, et ee See 
Child, Hamblen: 
1. Elijah, b. Mar. 22, 1722~23. 
- Children, Snow: 
2- Lydia, b. 1707. 
3. Thomas, b. June 15, 1709. 
4. Aaron, De Feb. 15, 1710.11. 
5. Ruth, b. 1713. 
#9. 5. PAUL, b. June 15, 1669. 
‘10. 6. Mary be Oct. 24, 1672; d. Nov. 7, 1745, as. 73 yrs., grest., 
Easthan, Mass. ; Mm. Gol. John Knowles, Jr., son of John & 
‘Apphia (Bangs)K., he b. July 10, 1673; d. Nov. 3, 1757, in his 
6Sth yr., gr-et.; he was a man of wealth and influence. 
Children, Knowles: 
. BOS Joshua, bd. 1696. & Tel i 
2. John, b. 1698; m. (int.Mar. 25, 1721,) Mehitabel Walker, 
—sprob. dau. of William & Anne " (Young) W., of Easthan. 
"3 3e Seth, De 1700. 
gat os Peal, de 702; m. Feb. 28, 1729, Phebe Paine, dau. of 
ee: a. Jenes, b. 1704. 
or 6s Jesse, be 17Q. | | 
a P 7. Mary, b. ITO. Ms Fh at, f 72S -4 Ji Wong Be a acete G Abe 
2. Be Willard, b. Nov. 6, 1711; d. Mar. 11, sory in his 75th 
fo ae 7 yr.; m. May 10, 1733 , Bethia Atwood, dau. of Joseph & 
ape Dae alg Taahe Bethia (Crowell) A., ‘whe ad. Mar. 9, 1789, in her 75th 


yr-; he was town clerk, 1760-64; Lt. Col. 2d Barnstable 

Reg., 1763; and Col. 1771. 

Children, Knowles: 

1. Willard, b. Oct. 26, 1737; m. 1762, Mercy Snow. 

2. John, b. June 9, 1744; d. Nov. 6, 1807, (1806 gr-st.; ) 
| m. May- Jan. 19, 1769, Susanna Walker, dau. of Samuel 
& Rebecca (Freeman) W.,she b. Apr. 4, 1747; d. Oct. 
30, 1837, as. 91 yrs., gr=st. 





Be Sate ade oes Mi aa Sa sett apt ae dct Ph . . 
han pa OS apg i PER Ce ee a Peco Neee, by 
CRE Re ee ER Pie eae tte * , : 
ft Yo ee bite one: Oe tC ae, en Or Cee Saye eats 23 ey moe L 
CR ae sake MRE wee Pato PE Spd ak ; + Nk 
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3. Mary, b. Oct. 20, 1746; d. Jan. 31, 1807; m. Sept. 
12, 1765, Capt. Winslow Levis. 
4. Temperance, b. 1749; d. Apr. 8, 1782; m. Dec.23, 1766, 
: Rev. Jonathan Bascom, who m. 2d., Phebe (Taylor) Sears, 
Vo, 148 -widow of David S.; and 3d., Betsy Freeman. 





5. Bethia, b. 3; m.,Barnabas Freeman, son of Samuel “w,3,\103, 
& Mary (Paine) F., ho Bb. Feb. 23, 1736-37; d. Jan. 
17, 1781. 7 - 

6. Seth. | 


ll. 7. Amn, b. Mar. 27, 1675; d. Nov. 14, 1745, in her 71st. yr.,,gr—st., 
Truro) m. Jan. 28, 1703, John Msrrick, son of William & Abigail 
(Hopkins) M., of Harwich. 

Children, Marrick:; 
1. John, m. Frances Clark, who d. Carmel, N.Y¥.,Aug. 22, 
1785, in her 77th yr., gr~st. | 
Children, Herrick: 
‘1. John, b. May 3, 1731; m. Elizabeth Brom, widow 
of Seth Merrick and -~-.-.- Peterman, she d. Carmel, 
Apr. 14, 1794, ae. 67 yrs. 
2. Desire, bd. Feb. 27, 1733; m. Aug. 10, 1756, 
Nathaniel Stone. 
3. Rebecca, b. Dec. 21, 1735. 
4. Phebe, b. Dec. 15, 1736. 
9+ David, b. Jan. 11, 1738; d. May 8, 1806, in his 
69th yr., grest.; m. Hannah .--~~ » who d. Feb. 
24, 1807, in her 77th yr., gr-st. 
6. Isaac, b. Mar. 17, 1740; d. May 12, 1512; m. Sarah 
Hazen, she b. 1742; d. Apr. 23, 1801, gr-st. 


#12. 8. JOHN, b. 1677-78; 
#13. 9. RICHARD, b. 1680-81. 
#14.10. DANIEL, b. 1682-83. 


_ Paul Sears took the oath of "Fidellyte" in:1657; held a commission 
in the militia, and maie a claim for a horse lost in the Narragansett war; 4 
ae Oct. 30, 1667, he was one of the grand jury, in an inquest held on ths 
oo.» @hnild ef Nicholas Nickerson. He was one of the original propristors 4 
.. @£: land ‘:: Sareich, between Bound and Stony brooks, known as "Wing's Pure 
chase," as appears by deed of John Wing et als., to Paul Segrs et als., 
..,,- dated Apr. 16, 1677, recorded at Plymouth. 
oe . the early records of Yarmouth were destroyed by fire at the burning 
. ff the town clerk's house in 1674, and from the succeeding volume many 
ofthe first pages are gone, and others mutilated and worn. 
The names and dates of birth of his children have been supplied from 
various sources, and are believed to be correct. 
I annex copies of his will and inventory;--- the will is signed with 
his mark, as is also the inventory of John Burge's estate, rendsred by 
. .. Rdm, and recorded Barns. Rec. ii, p. 130, 1701. 
ge we He left property valued at 467 68 03, to his "loving wife Deborah," 
“and: to his sons, Samuel, Paul and John; that to his sons being charged 
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"with @ payment to.*their brothers Richard and Daniel," towards their 
purchase of lands at Manomoy,having given to his daughters, (whose names 


* aye unfortunately omitted,) "such parts or portions as I was able or thought 


- - In the ancient cemetery at Yarmouth, Ties a stone slab, removed from 
its place to make room for the Sears moxmment, which bears the following 
inscription, surmounted by a cherub's head, and scroll works 


‘Mere lyss the 
body of PAUL 
SEARS, who 
departed this 
life February ¥ 
20th 1707, in y” 70th 
year of his age." 


It is the oldest dated memorial in the cometery. 

His wife was doubtless laid by his side, but there is no stone to 
her memory. 

George Willard, the father of Paul Sears wife, was the son of Richard 
and Joane (Morebread) W., of Horsmonden, Kent, England, where he was bap- 
tized Dec. 4, 1614; he settled at Scituate for a time, removing thence 
to Maryland, it is said, but perhaps to Gorgeana, now York, Haine. 

There is some reason to believe that his wife was Dorothy Dunstor, 
daughter of Henry D., of Baleholt, near Bury, Lancashire, ing., sister to 
Elisabeth D., who married his brother Simon Willard, and to Rev. Henry 
D,, President of Harvard College. (see Willard Wemorial, 1858, p- 339.) 

Paul Sears was the first to adopt the prasent spelling Sears.) 


ot Gn ant eee 


"Tn the name of God, Amen, the Zwantieth Day of February, 1707-8. 

I, Paul Sears, Senr. of Yarmouth, in y*? County of Barnstable, in New 
England, being at this time i11 and weak in body, but of Disposing mind. 
and memory, Praised be God, Do make, constitute, ordain ani Declare this 
my last Will and Testament, ir mannor and Form following: 

First, and principally. I:@emitt my soul to God, most humbly depend 
ing upon the gracious Death and merits of Jesus Christ my only Lord and 
Saviour for Salvation, and to the free pardon of all my sins. And my 
Body to the Earth to be buryed in such Decent Christian manner as to my 
Executors hereafter named shall be thought iit. ; 

And as for my outward Estate, as Lands, Chattels and Goods, I do 
order Give and Dispose in manner and form following: 

Firat, — I will that all those Debts and Dutiss that I owe in Right 
or Conscience To any person whatsoever shall be truly paid in convenient 
ar after my Decease by my Executors hereafter named, out of my moveable 

state. 
| Item, —- I do give and bequeath to my eldest son Samusl Sears, all 
that my land and -msadow in the township of Harwich upon part whereof his 
house now stands as is comprehended within and between ths boundaries now 
following: (that is to say), boundad on the sast by Kenslm Winslow's Land ~ 
at y known and accustomed bounds; and on the west side beginning at a 
Remarkable Rock, (lying about ee Rods eastward from Yarmouth bound Rock 
at bound brook,) and from the s° Remarkable Rock the line runs Southerly 
over the Swamp and up y° hill to a great Pine tree marked in 8s” Yarmouth 


: ~ Lines and thence uz y® same straight line Southerly to the highway: and 











fen y 
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thence eastward as the way rune to the said Winslows Land, ( the s¢ high 
tay being the bounds on y° south side) And then beginning again att y® 

s” Remarkable Rock the line runs northerly to a stone sett in y° ground: 
and thence easterly to the edge of the marsh by a straight line to another 
stone sett in to the ground, and so bounded>¥ne marsh to another stone 
sett in the ground northerly on a sfaight line to a bend of y® main 

Creek ata stone sett in the Marsh, and on the north side tis Bounded by 
the known qnd accustomed bounds: and of my interest in the undivided 
lands in s” Harwich, viz: that is tomy s¢ son Samuel shall have sixteen 
acres to himself in y® next Division (y® proprietors make of tha undivided 
Lands) and the one half of all the rest of my interest there. 

All which s“ Lands and Meadows shall be to my s4 son Samus] sears, and 
to his heirs and assigns forever, ha yielding to his mother, my wife, 
one third patt of y® proffitfs thereof during her natural life, and also 
paying to his two brothers Richard and Daniel, forty and four pounds in 
money towards the paying their purchase at Manamoy. I do give him my 
Try pott and Kettle. | | 

It. ~~ I do give and beyueath to my son Paul Sears and to his heirs 
and assigns forever, one peice of fresh meadow called the Green Meadow 
which lyeth on the north sides of my old. house and is boundad sastward at 
y° Well or Spring, then westwar2 taking All y® Marsh or ground to y® old 
cartway (which leads into y® neck) on JOseph Sears fance: thence northeast 
ward as the s@ old cartway and fence runs to Zachariah Paddocks fence or 
line which is y® bounds on y® north side to bound brook, the s? bound 
brook and well of spring being the bounds on the east side, and also one 
quarter part of my interest of the undivided lands in s@ Naryich (besides 
the above s~ Sixtean acres given to my son Samvel,) and for the rest of 
my son Pauls land is in y® neck where he now dwells, and by me confirmed 
by Deed of Gift formerly, and my Yill is that he shall yield to his mother 
my wife, one thiri of the proffits or income of all I have given him, 
during her natural life, and that he shall pay to his two brothers Richard 
and Daniel, forty and four pounds towards the paying their purchase att 
Nanamoy. ° 

Hy will further is that the Ditch which hath been thse accustomed bounds 
in the marsh betwixt my son Paul, and my kinsman Josiah Sears shall remain 
foyever; beginning southerly att y® upland and running straight northerly 
to the Creek which did run on y® north side of y® island, which creek shall 
be the north bounds: 

And my Will is, and I do give all that Slip of mealjow on the West side 
of y? s* ditch unto the said Josiah Sears, his heirs and assiens forever. 

It. -- I do give and bequeath unto my son John Sears, and to his heirs 
and assigns forever, all the rest of my Homestead, both housings, lands 
and meadows, also one quarter vart of all my interest in the undivided 
ignds in y® gd Harwich, excepting the sixteen acres before given to my 
8" son Samuel-- he my s4 son John allowing and yielding to his mother, my 
wife, the one third part of my Housing, and the third of the proffits of 
y° lands during her natural life, and hs payine to his tvo brothers Richard 
and Daniel, forty and four pounds in money tovards their purchase att 
Manamoy. 

It. -~- I do give ani baqueath all my movable Estate as Cattle, sheep, 
horses, syine andi household stuff &c., unto my loving wife Deborah, (my 
Debts and Funerall charges being first paid.) She shall have the rest 
for her comfort whiles shs lives: and what she leaves at her death to be 
equally divided amongst my daughters to whom I have to each of them given - 


_ Buch parts or portions as I was able or thought fitt. 
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Lastly, -- I do nominate and appoint my g¢ son Samuel and my loving 
wife Deborah executors to this my last will and testament. — 

In witness whoreof, I have hersunto satt my hand and seal y° day and 
year in y® other side first written. 

Signed, sealed & declared in The wark and seal of 
presence of ’ Paul (©) Sears, Sr. (Seal) 

John Thacher 

Zachariah Paddock 

Samuel Howes 

Barnstable, ss. April 14, 1883. A true copy of the rscori, 

Attest, Freeman H. Lothrop, Register of Probate Court. 


A trus inventory of all and Singular y® Goods, Chattels, Housing, 
Lands and Credits of Paul Sears, yeoman, deceased, prised at Yarmouth, y® 
19th day of March, 1708: By Peter Thacher & Kenslm Winslow, as followeth: 


Impr. ~- his money 117 6 his apparell of all sorts 
10 90 ry lv_o | 1118 6 
It. ~~ Two feather beds, two other beds, bedstead, 
curtains and valance with bolsters, pillows, and 


all y® coverlids and sheets 21.13. -6 
It. ~— Table and chairs 1 4 QO andirons, trarmel 
-iron potts & pot hooks : O03 08 G6 


Tongs, & fire flue, iron kettles, skillets, frying pans 03 02 06 
It. -—- Brass kettle, warming pan, hitchell, stillyaris 


chests and boxes 02 06 OO 
It. -- Spinning wheels 10s pewter platter, plates 

cups and potts 0117 00 
It. -—- Koolers, pails, trays, trenchess and spoons, table 

linen & towels O1 02 00 
It. — his saddle, bridle, pilyon, & cloth, flax &@ 

linen yarn : 02 00 00 
It. — Cash, candlestick, lamp, iraving knife axes, 

sickle & hoes OC 17 00 

a sifting trough, wool, five washing tubs knife 

scissors, Looking glass OC 09 O00 


It. -- Salt and feathers, and iron wedge, y® iren belonging . 
to y® cart, and plows and spade a staple ani car ring, 


& caps and ring 02 19 06 
It. —- 4 bushels Rye, 24 of Indian, 2 of yheat and $ his 

books 05 00 00 

Tobacco, 10s pitchforks, powder horn, bullsts, 

and sword | CO 17 OO 

Grindstone, and tin ware, 2 oxen, 5 cows, 2 ‘steers 25 Q5 O0 
It. -. 2 yearlings, a bull and one horse, 3 swins, 25 

sheep 11 05 O86 
It. ~~ his housing, lands, and meadows at 350 350 00 00 

more about 3 acres of English corn upon y® 

ground not prised bee 

| The total 445 O07 09 
now due to y® Estate about 2115 06 


April 8th 1708. 
Samuel Sears Executor to the last Will and Testament of Paul Sears 












SEARS GENEALOGY 23 


ae @f Yarmouth, his deceased father, before Barnabas Lothrop, Esq., Judge 


of Probate and granting letters of Administration, within this County 
of Barnstable, made oath that the above written is a true Inventory 
of y° Estate of y® sd Paul Sears so far as he knows, and that if any 
thing else that is material shall y® farther come to his knowledge he 
will bring it to this Inventory. 
Attest, Wm. Bassett, Reg. Pater Thacher 
| | Yenéelm Vinslow, Junr. 


Barnstable, ss. April 14, 1°83. <A true copy of the record. 
Attest, Freeman I). Lothrop, Register of Probate Court. 


wot Ove 
3. Lt. STLAS“ SEARS, (Richard}) born Marblshead, Mass., in 1637-38; 
(perhaps a twin,) died in Yarmouth, Jan. 13, 1697~98, aged 60 years, 
(according to a memorandum on the town records, now lost; ) he marrisd 
Anna ~-----, (perhaps a daughter of James Bursell, of Yarmouth, who died 
in 1676, leaving widow Emott, and it is said three daughters; his woiloy 
and Lt. Silas Sears wore appointed Administrators of his Estate.) 
She died a widow iar. 4, 1725-26. 
Children in Yarmouth: 
*15. 1. SILAS, b. about 1661. 
*16. 2. RICHARD, b. about 1672. 
17. 8i*Harnnah, b. Rastham, Dec. 1672; was adm. to Ch. Harvich, in 1701; 
| m. Feb. 8, 1692-93, Thomas Snow, son of Mark & Jano (Prence) 
S., ha b. Aug. 6, 1668: (m. 2d.,Sept. 30, 1706, Lydia (Sears) 
Hamblen, vidow of Eleazar Il., and dau. of Paul Sears.) 
Children, Snow: 
1. Elizabeth, b. Oct. 25, 1693. 
2. Mary, b. 1696. 
3. Josiah, b. Jan. 27, 1659. 
4, Bhenazer, b. Feb. 14, 1700-1;(the first child baptized in 
Harwich, Mar. 30, 1701.) 
se Hannah, Ds Mar. SLs 1703. 
*18. 4. JOSEPH, b. about 1675. 
#19. 5. JOSIAH, b. about 16/5. oe 
| v 
20. 6. Elizabeth, m. Név. 22, 1705, John Cooks, son of Caleb & Jans C., 
of Plymouth, Wes. | 
Children, Cooke: 


1. Silas, b. Ply., 1708; m. Elizabeth +---~-- » and lived in 
Kingston, v.24, 
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Children, Cocke: 

1. Sarah, b. Nov. 15, 1731. | 
2. Elizabeth, b. July 16, 1735. 
3. Deborah, b. Nov. 12, 1737. 
4. Rubee, b. Nay 25, 1740. 

2. Paul, b. Ply., 1711; m. Joanna Holmes, dau. cof Nathaniel & 
Joanna (Clark) H., lived in Kingston; , 
Children, Cooke: 

1. Nathaniel, b. Mar. 28, 1736; d. Oct. 1, 1736. 

- John, b. Sept. 3, 1737. 

Abigail, b. Dec. 1, 1739. 

- Mary, b. Doc. 5, 1741. 

- Paul, b. Mar. 28, 1743.44. 

- Sears, b. May 4, 1746, 

3. Robert, b. Ply., 1714; m. Patience —~-~-3 
Children, Cooke; 
1. Hannah, b. July 25, 1736; d. Sept. 3, 1736. 
&- Caleb, b. Oct. 14, 1737; d. Mar. 2, 1737-38. 
3. Seth, b. Fob. 14, 1738-39. 
| 7 4. Sllas, b. Mar. 20, 1739-40. 
id | o- Joseph, b. Aug. 9, 1744; d. Aug. 18, 1744. 
| 6. Fhenezer, b. Apr. 6, 1745. 
“4. 4 Mercy, dv. FFAG. 71S. 
1.7. Dorrity, b. about 1687; m. Yar., Fab. 8, 1715-16, Joseph Staples; 

she was adm. to 2d. Ch. Yar., June 30, 1728; and d. Feb. 28, 1753; 

ae. 65 yrs., gr-st., North Dennis. (Joseph Staples, perhars a son, 

was adm. to 2d. Ch. Yar., July 6, 1766.) 


en er 2 ee 
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lived in Kingston; 


Lieut. Silas Sears lived in that part of Yarmouth known as the East 
Precinct, now East Dennis; was "propeunded to take up Freedcm", June 6, 
1682; com. Ensign, Cct. 28, 16€1; and Lieut. July 7, 1682; Juryman, 1€8 0.82 ; 
Selectman, 1680-94; and Deruty to the Censral Court, Plymouth, 1675-91, 

Dec. 25, 1689, "Silace Sears and others were fined 20 shillings for 
.not appearing and attending at Court, or disorderly departing thsrefron"; 

fines remitted later, "it being the first offanso of the kind." 

1694, "Lt. Silas Sears on com. to ssat men, women and others in the 
meeting house," an onerous duty in those days. 

He left no will, and letters off administration wore granted to his 

dew, Anna Sears, May 1, 1698. 

ev: E.H.Sears states in his Sears Cenealogy, that Lt. Silas Sears had a 
‘Son Thomas, born Yarmouth, 1664, who remove to Newport, R.I.,and died 
there in 1707, leaving issue. 

About 1860, a gravestone was srocted by Hon. David Sears in the old 
burying ground on Thames street, Nevport, which bears the following 
inscription, surmounted by the arms of "Soars of Chatham", assumed about 
this time by Mr. Sears, and which by Wsraldic Law may only be torns by his 
lineal descendants, ani cannot of course be retroactive. 









SEARS GENEALOGY dee, 


"Here lyeth the body of 
THOMAS SEARES, _ 
son of Lt. SYLAS SHARES, 
of Yarmouth P.C., 
and grandson of RICEARD 
THE PILGRIM. 
Born in 1664, and Died 
August y® 16th 1707, 
Aged 43 years. 
"Beneath this stens the empty casket lies, 
Tre polishei jewsl brightans in the skies." 
"Pp. Etavens © Sons." 
Stone Cutters.) 


The name of Thomas Sears is not found in town or church racords of 
Yarmouth or Newport, nor in the protats racords of Barnstable county, or 
of Newport, R.I., and the fact that he is not mentioned in the settlement 
of the estate of Lt. Silas Sears, by tha Judge of Probate for Darnstable 
county, nine years previous to his legged dsath, is pocd avidénce that 
Lt. Sears had no son of that names then living, if he ever hed such. 

Silas Sears, Junr., did have a son Thomas, born in 1702-3, namad for 
his maternal grandfather, Rev. Thomas Crosby. 


"May y° loth, 1696, by Barnabas Lothrop, Judg of Probata anl granting 
administration in y° county of Barnstabls, a settlement of y° Estate of 
Liut. Silas Sears late of Yarmouth, dscaased intestate: ani to be devide? 
as hereafter expdst. 

The widow Anna Sears shall have when debts ars paid, ons third of y® 
personal Estate to herself forever: to be at her iispose. And for hor 
dower she shall have one third of y® housing ani Land that was her late 
husbands s° Silas Sears or y°® Improvement thereof During hor Natural Life. 

Ths Rest of y® Estate shall be equally diviled amongst y” st decsaseds 
children, only his eldest son to have a dubble part, at y? Death of y? 
widow her Dower to be a like divided as aforssaid. ™ > 

There is to be added to y® Inventory of y? sd rsrsonal estate fifty 
four pounds which sum of s@ isceaseis children own that they have allRedy 
Received of their father as portion, so that y® widows thirds of y° per~ 
Sonal Estate when iebts are paid comes to thirty three pounds, y® childrens 
part of y® personal and Real Estate beside y® widows Dower with what they 
allRedy had is as followeth: 

The eldest son Silas Sears hath as he owna!, had alrady, two ~ounds, ai 
and must have more nine pounds. 

(The word "thirty" before *twot was Jcubtless omitted by mistaks of 

rthe Register in 1698.) 

Richard Sears hath had allredy four rounds and saven shillings, ani 
must have more, sixteen pounds and three shillings. 

Hannah Sears hathfaliraty hall fifteen rounds, and is to have more 
five pounds and tan shillings. 

Joséph Sears hath had allredy three pounds and is to have more seven- 

~ teen pounds and ten shillings. 
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